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Dressing lines consist of stringing the �ags of the International Code from the stem head to the masthead, from the masthead to masthead (where the ship has more than one mast) and thence to the ta�rail.  All vessels should, as far as possible, be dressed alike. There is no o�cial order for dressing �ags but the following has come into use and is recommended.

I have a diver 
down:

Keep well 
clear at slow 

speed

I wish to 
communicate 

with you

You are 
running into 

Danger

I require 
assistance

I require medical 
assistance

Stop carrying 
out your 

intentions and 
watch for my 

signal

I am dragging 
my anchor

I require a tug Used to repeat 
the first flag or 
pennant in the 

same hoist 

Used to repeat 
the second 

flag or pennant 
in the same 

hoist 

Used to repeat 
the third flag or 
pennant in the 

same hoist 

Used to 
acknowledge a 
signal, also flown 

by a warship when 
making a flag 
signal from the 

international code 
to distinguish it 
from the naval 

code

I wish to 
communicate 

with you

You should 
stop your 

vessel straight 
away

My Vessel is 
stopped and 
making no 

way through 
the water

No
(Negative)

Man 
overboard

In harbour: All 
persons should 

report on 
board as the 

vessel is about 
to proceed to 

sea

My vessel is 
healthy, and I 
request free 

pratique

My engines are 
going astern

Keep clear of 
me I am 

engaged in 
pair trawling

I am taking in,  
discharging or 

carrying 
explosives

Yes
(Affirmative)

Keep Clear of 
me, I am 

manoeuvring 
with difficulty

* I am altering 
my course to  

starboard

I am disabled
Communicate 

with me

I require a pilot * I have a pilot 
on board

* I am altering 
my course to 

port

I am on fire 
and have 

dangerous 
cargo on 

board.
Keep well 

clear of me 


